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Early India Civilization
Civilization in India began in the Indus River  
Valley and eventually spread south to the  
Ganges River. The Himalayas, Hindu Kush 
Mountains, and the Indian Ocean kept most 
invading groups out of the subcontinent (modern 
Pakistan, India, and Bangladesh). A group of 
Indo-Europeans called the Aryans (or Indo-
Aryans) swept down into India around 1700 
B.C.E. through the Khyber Pass, a gap in the 
mountains, in the Hindu Kush Mountains. The 
Aryans had horses, iron weapons, and herded 
cattle. At first, Aryans had no written language 
but over time their spoken language developed 
into a written one called Sanskrit. This period 
of time is known as the Vedic Age because the 
Vedas, Hindu religious texts, were first sung  
and later written in this period.
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Classical India: (1850 B.C.E.-600 B.C.E.)
You Mean the Caste System Dictated the Jobs People Did in India?

Aryan Migrations into the Subcontinent c. 1750 BCE  
Source: http://lukferi.webs.com/map%20migration%20-%20from%20persia%20in%20to%20India.GIF

Class System
The Aryans developed a social class system which organized people into groups. This system determined everything from 
what type of job a person could hold to whom they could marry. Later, this system became known as the caste system. 

The Caste System in India 
Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/75/Caste_System.jpg

Mauryans
In 321 B.C.E., as Alexander the Great moved his armies closer and 
closer to the subcontinent, the people of India grouped together  
and formed an alliance which later became known as the Mauryan 
Empire. Two generations later, a famous leader named Asoka or 
Ashoka converted to Buddhism and made it the official religion of 
the empire. Asoka unified much of modern India and built a system of 
roads. The Mauryan Empire helped the spread of Buddhism and set 
up free hospitals and veterinary clinics. The Mauryan Empire declined 
soon after the death of Asoka in 232 B.C.E. 

Guptas
In 320 C.E. the Gupta Empire began and started a new era of Hindu religious domination in India. Under the Gupta Empire, 
trade grew and India prospered. India traded with kingdoms in Africa, China, the Middle East, and the Mediterranean.  
Because of this trade, advancements were made in mathematics, science, astronomy, and medicine. The Gupta Empire 
ends in 565 C.E. as a result of invasions from the north. 

Key Vocabulary
Aryans: Indo-European people that came 
from the Caucasus region between the 
Black and Caspian Seas

Caste system: social class system based 
on skin color

Subcontinent: a large, relatively self-contained 
landmass forming a subdivision of a continent

Astronomy: scientific study of the universe, 
especially the motion, size, and composition of 
objects outside Earth’s atmosphere

Vedas: Hindu religious texts

Alliance: friendship or partnership of countries 
or groups of people

Asoka/Ashoka: known as “the Great”, he was 
emperor of India from 269 B.C.E.–232 B.C.E

Sanskrit: written language of the Aryans
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Quick Review

3. What is being described by the graphic?

Connection to Today
What advancements of the Mauryan and Gupta Empires are still used 
today? Provide 3-5 examples.

Resources
Learn 360
● India’s History from the Munda to the Vedic Aryans 
   (http://goo.gl/d6BaS)

● India’s History from the Golden Age to Today   (http://goo.gl/cNVjO)

● Maurya Empire   (http://goo.gl/fuAzQ)

1. The leader who unified much of India and 
spread Buddhism was ______________. 
A. Asoka
B. Chandra Gupta
C. Siddhartha Gautama
D. Chandragupta Maurya

2. The diagram is representative of accomplishments from which empire?
A. Mauryan
B. Islamic
C. Gupta
D. Maya

4. Explain how three natural barriers helped keep foreign invaders 
out of India. A. Volga and Don

B. Ganges and Indus
C. Tigris and Euphrates
D. Huang He and Yangtze


